ls makeover

dressing up

s
e
n
i
g
n
ls emade easy
Words by: Jim Mozart
Photos by: Moore Good Ink

the LS engine.
tine belt system for
Concept One’s serpen
ley system to remove
pul
t
rke
rma
In kit form, here lies
afte
t
y Series it is the firs
This measure
Known as the Victor
engine’s lower right.
compressor from the
early chassis
an
in
ine
eng
the air conditioning
LS
an
nce when installing
provides vital cleara

2

1

Begin the installation by fitting the harmonic balancer. Included in the kit, this SFI-approved Fluidamper ensures the
new belt system will fit all LS applications correctly
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ls makeover
oncept One’s latest
pulley system for LS
engines distinguishes
itself in three ways. First
it is attractive. Second
by relocating the air
conditioning compressor away from
the engine’s lower right side, the LS
engine fits a much broader range of
chassis, including early street rods.
Third it fits properly. Ask Concept
One’s co-founder Kevin Redd what
sustains his business and he’ll tell
you, “Half of business is generated by
people who experienced other pulley
systems that didn’t fit well.”
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If you ask car builders of their greatest disappointment with aftermarket
serpentine belt systems you will often
find their disenchantment lies not with
the system’s appearance but with its fitting. Its beauty is often obscured by the
fact it requires filing, grinding, drilling, or
shimming to make it fit right.
In fact, Concept One was the first manufacturer of aftermarket serpentine pulley
systems to relocate the air conditioning
compressor. Happily the resulting clearance ends tiresome troubles experienced
on early-style chassis where the LS compressor interferes with cross members
and other chassis components.
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Further, all pulley ratios are calculated for optimum drivability and,
more importantly, are constructed to
the highest quality, containing only
superior components.
Recently they created an evolution
of their naturally aspirated six-rib pulley
system. It’s an eight-rib progression
that facilitates powerful LS engines with
Magnuson or Edelbrock superchargers.
Interestingly, Concept One resolve
the belt-line issue by providing an SFIapproved harmonic balancer and bolting
their crankshaft pulley to it. Once this
position is established all the other components are set on the same belt line.
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In addition to the harmonic
balancer and crank pulley, Concept
One provides all other components
to complete the kit. These include
a compact Sanden SD-7 compressor, water pump, alternator, power
steering pump and reservoir as well
as all the pulleys, serpentine belt,
tensioner, mounting brackets, and
necessary fasteners.
Available with or without an air
conditioning compressor, the kits
are offered in the following finishes:
machined, polished, or anodised clear
or black. The polished or black anodised
units are the most popular. SC
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Installing the power steering pulley is easy. Simply attach it with
the three 1/4in x 20tpi sockethead cap screws supplied
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Next, install the AC compressor hard lines.
This aluminum manifold connects to the
compressor and extends down beneath it,
concealing the AC hoses for a cleaner look
The next step is to install the new TuffStuff
water pump complete with gaskets
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The AC compressor is attached
using one bolt in the lower rear
bracket and two bolts through
the front bracket. Once in place,
tighten all the bolts on the compressor’s front bracket
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Fasten the crank pulley to
the harmonic balancer
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Then connect the front mounting bracket to the water pump. Leave it slightly
loose until the compressor is installed
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The Powermaster
105-amp one-wire
alternator with fan,
pulley and pulley
cover is put in place.
All the bolts on the
front curved bracket
can now be tightened. This alternator
can be upgraded to
140-amp capacity
for those requiring
higher output
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Now that the pulley kit is fully installed
the final step is to fit the belt. To install the
Goodyear Gatorback belt simply rotate the
spring-loaded tensioner clockwise with
a ½in socket and ratchet; route the belt
around the pulleys, making sure it is properly seated; and release the tensioner
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For applications such as Street rods
that cannot use the factory thermostat
housing, Concept One offers an optional
housing that rotates it from the nine
o’clock position downward to six o’clock
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This is Concept One’s power steering pump with their exclusive billet
reservoir. A spacer is placed between
the pump and the alternator/power
steering mounting bracket

84

wWWW.STREETCOMMODORES.COM

wWWW.STREETCOMMODORES.COM

85

